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The Elder William Brewster  Society

ÒSummerÓ 2008

Triennial Meeting, Almost here!
Greetings all - the years roll by
quicker than we like and here we
are about to convene our tri-annual
meeting again in Plymouth in
connection with the General
Society of Mayflower Descendants
- on Sat. Sep.6th we hope to meet
at 2 PM for a short Memorial
service - 3 PM for our general
membership meeting and 6 PM for
our Tri-Annual dinner at which Jim
and Peggy Baker will be our
speakers - our 3 PM meeting
agenda is -  Call to order  VP Ben
Brewster [in the event of my
absence]; Secy. Report ; Treas.
Report Jane Cobb; Historian/
Membership  Greg Thompson;

Saturday, September 6, 2008

BREWSTER COLLECTION TO BE

MADE AVAILABLE

Via New York Genealogical and Bio-
graphical Society e-Library

The Spring 2008 New York
Researcher, Vol. 19, No. 2, the Newsletter
for the NYG&B Society (received late
July 2008), has announced that the Emma
C. Brewster Jones Manuscript Collection
is being scanned for inclusion in the e-
Library (available on line to NYG&B
members). This manuscript collection is
made up of 27 bound volumes of hand-
written notes on female descendants that
Emma C. Brewster Jones collected while
compiling the 1908 Brewster Genealogy.
Much of it was obtained from correspon-
dence with descendants. Most of these
lines were NOT published in the finished
work (which already consisted of two
volumes covering mostly the male
descendants). Miss Jones donated this
material to the NYG&B Library after
publication.

While it may take a considerable
amount of time to complete the scanning,
this will be a fantastic resource for
locating female lines that may not be on
file with the General Society of May-
flower Descendants. The original collec-
tion is not indexed, although (if I recall
correctly) it was arranged by the line of
descent. However, as an e-Library
addition, it may be possible to search for
specific names, once scanning is com-
pleted. Nothing was mentioned in the
article about this possibility.

Bette Innes Bradway

Meeting Details

The day’s events will start off

with a 2:00 PM Memorial

service at Brewster Gardens.

At the Radisson Hotel Ply-

mouth Harbor (180 Water

Street), we will have our meet-

ing at 3:00 PM.

Dinner will follow at 6:30 PM.

The speaker(s) again will be

Peggy and Jim Baker with a

new intersting topic:

Desperately Seeking William

(What We Know, What We

Think We Know and What We

would like to Know.)

See page 2 for the Dinner
Reservation  Form

All  dinnner reservations must be
received by Sept. 1, 2008.
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Continued from page 1
PresidentÕs Comments

Newsletter Phil Bradway; Pres. Report Ben or Art; old
business if any: Election of Officers; any other new busi-
ness.- I had intended to have copies for you of the research
progress in our Mary Brewster project but have asked Phil
to print it in our newsletter so that all members would have
a copy even if not able to make our meeting. Many of you
have done research  on the subject of her parents and if
anyone after reading this has any information that may
suggest other leads in this matter, I would ask that you
contact either myself, or Phil - best wishes to all and hope
that we have a good attendance on 6 Sep. in Plymouth.

Art Young, President

 ÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑCutÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑÑ
Elder William Brewster Trienniel Meeting

September 6, 2008

Name(s) attending dinner: ($33 per person)                       ______________________________________________
               (please print)

                                                               ______________________________________________

                                                              ______________________________________________

                                                             ______________________________________________

Please circle:  Attending Memorial Service      Y         N                           Number attending meeting (Members Only) _________

Your email address would be helpful, incase of any changes:  ____________________________ Phone ____________________

Please use the form below when placing your reservations.  Reservations must be received
no later than September 1, 2008.  Space is limited, so be sure to reserve early!

Checks should be made payable to The Elder William Brewster Society and sent to:
Jane Cobb, PO Box 467, Bridgewater, MA 02324-0467  ($33.00 pp)

Dinner Reservation Form

TREASURERÕS REPORT
7/31/07 Ð 6/12/08

Balance as of last report            $21,147.32

Receipts

Membership Dues    2595.50
Interest on account                     90.14
Tri. Meeting Dinner Reservations                660.00

   3345.64
             24,492.96

Expenses

Postage & Printing      999.34
Radisson Dep. for Tri. Mtg.      500.00
DNA Test Reimbursement      191.00

                                                                                 -1690.34
Balance as of 6/12/08             $22,802.62

 Respectfully submitted,
 Jane E. Cobb,TreasurerFor Membership information, contact Gregory E.

Thompson, PO Box 355, Branford, CT 06405-0355
<GThomp5749@aol.com>

 Please send all membership renewals to the Trea -
 surer, Jane Cobb, PO Box 467, Bridgewater, MA
02324-0467. Do not send them to the Editor
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Mary (?) Brewster

Arthur,

My report follows

I have spent some considerable time during the past 2-3
weeks looking at parish records hence the slow delay, these
items are not easy to look at and I wanted to be doubly sure
that I had not missed anything. Having said that I have no
doubt this has all been done before and if anything signifi-
cant was found then it would have been reported previ-
ously.

The report does not contain much in the way of useful
information because quite simply there is none but the time
involved in actually searching these items has been exten-
sive.

Hardly surprising that the investigation has not turned up
anything, many have tried, and I do not know what to
suggest, there is no easy fix and the only way I suppose is
to continue trawling through whatever can be found. This
of course does take considerable time and financial invest-
ment.

Regards, Ian

Report for A. Young re: Brewster

Given that there has been considerable investigation
already into the possible identity of the wife of William
Brewster, and also a very extensive study by John G. Hunt
(Of Mary Brewster, 1984) then the options for further
research are limited in that one option is to revisit all of
the sources consulted previously or start with a blank sheet
to see what can be gleaned from records that are extant
for the period when William Brewster was known to be
living in Scrooby, Nottinghamshire, England.

At this stage it was decided that nothing could be achieved
by examining HuntÕs research in any great detail, even if
his examinations of records are found to be correct this is
still only circumstantial and it lacks any firm documentary
evidence of a marriage.

Papers covering the 16th-17th century are fragmented,
dispersed around many archives and in some instances
may not be recorded in any detail so the process of
tracking down any items that may yield up information
and then examining these in any detail can be a very time
consuming process.

The parish of Scrooby was situated in the Deanery of
Retford and was subject to the ecclesiastical authority of
the Diocese of York. However it was also part of the
County of Nottinghamshire and was just south of the
border with the County of the West riding of Yorkshire.
It was also close to the County Boundary between
Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire so consideration has
to be given to the fact that records could be held in one or
more of several repositories.

Given BrewsterÕs links to the Archbishop of York then it
is reasonable to see what records are available in the
Archbishops papers held in York. The Archbishop made
several visitations during the period 1595-1606 (there are
no visitations extant after this period in York). The
visitations included correspondence items as well as
presentments, penances and excommunications.

Archbishop HuttonÕs Visitation 1600 (Ref: V. 1600
CB2)

Folio 26 Ð Retford Deanery

Only mention of Brewster was a fine imposed on Jarobim
Brewster vicar of Sutton in Lounde for allowing the
Chancel to fall into decay.

continued on page 4

The following was recieved from our UK researcher, Ian
Marson of Linklines Research:

From the Treasurer
I hope everyone enjoys a wonderful summer.
As you know, the Triennial Meeting is right around

the corner.  Where have the past three years gone!  You will
see that the invitation/reservation form is included in this
newsletter.  Please send your reservations as soon as pos-
sible.

On a personal note:  My son, who is also a member
of the EWBS, has just deployed to Iraq.  I ask that you keep
all our servicemen and women in your thoughts and prayers.
Remember; ÒAmerica Is The Land Of The Free, Because Of
The Brave.Ó

I have been busy trying to keep our membership dues
up to date.  Reminders have gone out, but I have many more
that need to be sent.

Please be sure to check those mailing address labels
for your dues expiration date.  I would like to see our mem-
bership list up-to-date.  Dues, which will cover a three-year
period, are $12.00.  ($15.00 for members who reside outside
the U.S.)  Please send your checks, payable to The Elder Wil-
liam Brewster Society, to me:

Jane Cobb, Treasurer
Elder William Brewster Society
PO Box 467
Bridgewater, MA  02324-04
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Archbishop Matthew HuttonÕs Register 1595-1606
(Ref: Reg. 31)

One mention of Brewster Ð William Brewster with
Anthony Benton and Edward Benton charged with
absenting themselves from their parish Church, dismissed
with a warning 15 June 1598.

John G. Hunt expressed some importance to the Will of
Sampson Mallorie in that he considered that the will
mentioned the niece of Mallorie to be one mary Brewster
but it was noted in the Will as Maire Butho because the
scribe was listening to the testator who had a speech
impediment (lisp) and pronounced Brewster as Boutho.
Wills are also kept with the diocesan records at York so
the opportunity was taken to check the original probate
copy of this will.

Will of Sampson Mallorie (Ref: Vol 28 fol. 207v)

The Will is mentioned in John HuntÕs paper as having
some anomalies regarding the name Mary Butho. An
examination of the Will shows this name on line 8 of the
second page, however if the letter o is compared to other
letters in the text of the will then this could also be
interpreted as an e (see line 13 third word Edwarde (not
Edwardo) and again line 22 eighth word Edwarde). The
name is more likely to be Marie Bouthe (Booth) and not
Boutho. This really eliminates the HuntÕs theory of the
Òlisped scribeÓ.

There are no further diocesan records extant at York for
the period, it is unfortunate that Wills are only indexed
by name as it would be useful to extract any Wills and
Probate for persons who lived and died in Scrooby and
the surrounding areas an examine these items, however
to read through all the calendars of Wills and identify all
Wills connected with the Scrooby area would be a
considerable task in itself.

Parish Registers for Scrooby and surrounding parishes

The parish was responsible for local government in the
area and any records of baptism, marriage and deaths
would be recorded in the relevant parish records. Parish
Registers for Scrooby are not extant for the period before
1695 so are not of any help. There are some parishes that
are adjacent to Scrooby that have earlier records
commencing as follows:

Mattersey Ð 1539
Retford Ð 1573
Clarborough Ð 1567
Hayton Ð 1655

Sutton cum Lound Ð 1538
Blyth Ð 1556
Haworth and Bircotes Ð 1538
Austerfield Ð 1559

The parish of Bawtry situated between Austerfield and
Scrooby has no records extant until 1653.

These have been examined for Brewster events, there are
recorded events for James Brewster in the Sutton cum
Lound parish registers, it is known that he was incumbent
in that parish and this has been extensively researched
and reported in prior publications.

A further theory that Brewster may have married a Mary
Southworth of Clarborough does not appear to have any
proof to back this record up. Information suggests that a
Robert Southworth (d. 1580) had children born at
Clarborough:

Robert Ð 1565
Edward Ð 1568
Mary Ð 1569/70 (possible marriage to William Brewster?)
Thomas Ð 1572-1612

An examination of baptisms, marriages and burials for
Clarborough shows only the following baptisms, there
are no marriages or burial entries in a search up to 1620
from the earliest event recorded when the registers start
in 1567:

Elizabeth the daughter of Robert Southworth
Christened October 10 [1567]

Dorafy the daughter of Ollin Southworth
baptized the 29 of August [1568]

Alice the daughter of Robert Southworth
baptized the 3 of Aprill [1569]

Anne daughter of Ollin Southworth
baptized the Twenty of October  [1570]

William Southworth son of Robert Southworth
baptized the 7 of October [1571]

Katharine Southworth daughter of Olin
Southworth baptized the same day [ 6 Sept 1573]

George Southworth sonne of Olim Southworth
baptized the 14 of November [1574]

William Southworth sonne of Olim
Southworth baptized the first of January [1575/76]
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Ellen the daughter of Richard Southworth
baptized the xvth of Aprill [1580]

Thus it appears that there is no record of a Mary Southworth
baptism in Clarborough. The parishes mentioned in the
list above were also examined for any Southworth events,
and in particular a baptism for as Mary Southworth. None
were found.

Other Records
Other Parishes
The only conclusive proof of the identity of Mary Brewster,
wife of William is going to be a document that either
records the marriage with some evidence in that document
that the marriage was of William Brewster of Scrooby, or
any mention of the wife of William Brewster where she is
described as the daughter of ? or Brewster late ?.

There are three marriages recorded for William Brewster
to a Mary as follows:

1. William Brewster and Mary Welles, June 21, 1599 at St.
Mary Woolchurch, London.
2. William Bruster and Mary Scrobs,  Jan 24, 1604 in Stoke
Bruern, Northants.
3. William Brewster and Mary Morden December 22, 1608
at St. Peter Eastgate, Lincoln

These are indexed on the IGI and examination of the
original entries does not yield any further useful
information about any of these William Brewster names.

Papers relating to Scrooby

Papers of the Monkton Family of Serlby re: Scrooby Ð
these are part of an extensive collection  held at the
Nottingham University Archives consisting of Deeds,
Settlements and Correspondence. There is nothing in these
records that has any mention of William Brewster.

Heralds Visitations

HeraldÕs visitations were the accepted way of allowing
families to record their genealogy which essentially was a
system safeguarding the armorial rights of certain families.
There is a Brewster family that is armigerous recorded in
Suffolk but this does not indicate any connection to William
Brewster and has no record of his marriage(s).

Manorial Documents Register

There are no specific items for Scrooby in the period that
William Brewster was known to be there and a search of
the National Archives datatbae for documents relating to

Scrooby specifically does not show any items of that
period. This is not to say that items may be extant in
other collections. The problem with locating these items
is that a search of record office catalogues is often the
only way to track them down and this in itself can be an
extensive task even before the documents are examined.

Quarter Session Court Records

None are extant for this period.

Educational Records

Mary Brewster was educated in the art of reading and
writing, this is known from the fact that she had teaching
skills. Certainly it was not commonplace for women to
be educated to such a standard, this does suggest that
she was of a family sufficiently prominent enough to
have had her educated, however because the was at that
time no formal system of education apart from the few
private schools and the universities, records do not exist.
The private schools kept records and there are university
alumni but it was not customary to educate females in
these establishments.

Conclusion

The above searches have been extensive but
inconclusive as may be expected considering the years
of research already undertaken in this field by previous
researchers, scholars and professionals. It is difficult to
recommend any path towards discovering positive
evidence of the marriage and identity of William
BrewsterÕs wife. As stated in the report it is a task in
itself to track down and identify relevant documents so
any further searching would be very time intensive and
in all probability is unlikely to yield much in the way of
a result.

Elder William Brewster Society web page:

http://mysite.verizon.net/brewstersociety/
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1119 Hedgewood Ln

Niskayuna, NY 12309-4602

The number on the label
is the year your dues

expire.
Summer 2008

Membership Certificates
Members wishing a membership certificate may

write to the Historian and one will be sent.

Gregory E. Thompson,

PO Box 355, Branford, CT 06405-0355

All truth passes through three stages.First,
it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently
opposed.Third, it is accepted as being

self-evident.
Schopenhauer

ItÕs Time to Say Goodbye!

From the Editor

Last issue, I mentioned that this would be my last as
Editor. The pen will be passed at the Septemer meeting. It has
been a pleasure doing the ÒPressÓ and feedback shows that many
have enjoyed it. That makes it all worthwhile! Ed.

SLATE OF OFFICERS
To serve from September 2008 to September 2011

President: Arthur F. Young
Vice President: Benjamin Brewster
Secretary: Julia Parker Post
Treasurer: Jane E. Cobb
Historian: Gregory E. Thomson
Elder: Dr. Thomas E. Bird
Directors: Michael J. L. Greene

David D. Stringfellow
Mary B. Sherwood
Bette I. Bradway

Newsletter Editor (To be announced)

If you wish to get Òthe PressÓ in electronic form
(and in living color) send the Editor an email
request and youÕll be put on the email distribu-
tion list. ThereÕs some money to be saved in
postage and printing if the numbers increase.


